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pension to which we are entitled and a better standard of living.  £178pw has been mentioned, 

so why are we not getting it? 
 

Dignity in Care 

All people need this, young and old alike.  Most people going into care are usually the elderly -

either into Nursing Homes or Home Care, but more people go into hospital rather than stay in 

Nursing Homes.  A quarter of hospital beds are used by the elderly, sadly 1 in 4 may have 

dementia.  Council cuts mean only people with extreme needs get any care.  As we all know 

Home Care is now privately run and 80% of care workers feel they have very little time with 

clients, not to mention travel time etc.  More funding is needed to provide better training and 

standards of care.  Care homes charge astronomical fees, but standards are falling.  Stories 

about lack of food and water, horrifying cases of pressure sores, wanting to go to the toilet and 

being told to “go in your bed” - this cannot go on and the government should be ashamed.  
 

Bus Passes 

Sadly nothing different to report here other than regards to using Bus Passes on trains.  They 
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PENSIONERS’ PARLIAMENT, BLACKPOOL 

I attended the Blackpool Pensioners’ Parliament from 18-20 June.  

A march took place from the Tower to the Winter Gardens with a 

Jazz Band leading the way and there was over 1000 people in the 

March. 
 

TUESDAY 

Was officially opened by Clr Lawson who stood in for the Mayor of 

Blackpool.  She welcomed us to “sunny Blackpool”.  Also speaking 

at the official opening was Dot Gibson (NPC), Frances O’Grady 

(TUC), John McDonnell (MP), Owen Jones (Author), Prof John 

Ashton (President of Faculty of Public Health) and Tony Bockman 

(ICBP). 
 

WEDNESDAY 

The Future of State Pensions  

The session discussed the Government proposal for a single tier 

pension scheme from 2016.  The pensioners of tomorrow will suffer 

the negativity of the Government - means its going to be a long 

bitter fight.  They may think we are living too long and taking too 

much out of the economy, but we will continue to fight for a better 



2 

tried a pilot scheme on a rail line down south which is hardly used.  Sadly the over 75’s are 

trapped in their own homes due to cuts to local services.  Some services are not adapted for 

the disabled.  Cuts in public spending are having a dramatic effect on older people but often 

the impact goes unseen.  The government wants to take away the bus pass or introduce 

means testing, yet it saves many older people from isolation.  It is of far more value to 

pensioners than the cost to the government.  Clegg and Cameron say the rich don’t need 

one; that’s true - but they don’t use one either! 

 

Protecting the NHS 

Our government is not protecting the NHS - cutting services and tendering to public sectors.  

The NHS training is one of the best in the world when run correctly, but they are not 

recruiting enough doctors or nurses for training.  The NHS is slowly but surely being sold to 

private companies and they are only in it for the profit.  The NHS has been betrayed by the 

government who blames everyone but themselves.  Keep our NHS public because it is a 

cherished national treasure.  

 

Winter Fuel 

We all know the government is trying to drop the payment and we say show us some respect 

or we will bring you down! 

 

Uniting the Generations 

Sadly for the young there is mass unemployment - little or no chance of a pension.  All the 

sections of society are being disengaged and the politicians love it.  So young and old try 

and get together as a united front and don’t let the government drive a wedge between us. 

 

THURSDAY - Closing ceremony. 

 

Bill Allen 

Chair 

 

 

The Government says women will be winners from the new 

proposed new State Pension scheme – called the Single Tier 

Pension – which is expected to be around £144 a week.  But 

many women claim it would leave them worse off.  It will apply to 

men born on 6 April 1951 or later and to women born on 6 April 

1953 or later.  Anyone born before those dates will get a pension under the current scheme.  

And anyone getting a pension by 5 April 2016 will continue to get it as they do now, 

increasing each year by inflation. 

 

If approved by Parliament, the new pension would begin in April 2016.  Women who were 

born before 6 April 1953 will remain under the current rules, but many believe they are being 

discriminated against because men of the same age will get the new pension.  Another 

STATE PENSION 

UNFAIR TO 

WOMEN 
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group born later will come under the new rules but some will get less than they would under 

the present scheme. 

 

For men the calculation is easy.  Their pension age will still be 65 if they were born on 6 April 

1951 or later they will get the new pension.  For women the calculation is more complex.  

Women’s State Pension age is rising – currently it is 61 and 7 to 8 months.  By April 2016, 

women’s pension age will be around 63.  Women born in the month 6 March to 5 April 1953 

will reach pension age on 6 March 2016, so will not come under the new system.  Women 

born on 6 April 1953 or later will reach pension age on 6 July 2016 or later and will get the 

new single-tier pension. 
 

WOMEN BORN 6 APRIL 1951 TO 5 APRIL 1953 WON’T GET THE NEW PENSION, BUT 

MEN BORN IN THAT PERIOD WILL 
 

Check your NI record to find out just what and when you will get the new pension.  Women 

who stayed at home to bring up children should have had National Insurance credits given to 

them for each week they claimed child benefit. 

UNISON will continue to watch carefully just what is happening on the question of State 

Pension and the new system, and will keep you informed when we have up-to-date details. 

 

Bill Allen 

Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 From April 2013, the Basic State Pension rose by 2.5% giving an increase on a full 

pension of £2.70 a week up to £110.15 for a single pensioner and £4.30 up to £176.15 

for a pensioner couple.  Millions of older women will only get an increase of £1.60 a 

week, taking their pension to around £66. 

 

 The Pension Credit Guarantee next year for a single pensioner will rise from £142.70 

per week to £145.50 and from £217.90 a week to £222.20 for a couple. 

On 5 December 2012, the Chancellor 

gave his Autumn Statement but said 

nothing about the freeze on the age-     

related personal tax allowances, 

reversing the cut to the winter fuel 

allowance or how social care was to be 

funded in the future. 

Frank Cooper, NPC President said: “Mr 

Osborne’s refusal to address these 

important issues signals another twelve 

months of belt tightening amongst 

Britain’s pensioners – at a time when the 

super-rich are getting a 5% reduction in 

their tax rate.” 

 

NPC News – The Message 4(National 

Pensioners Convention) 

CHANCELLOR DUCKS  
THE BIG ISSUES 

AUTUMN STATEMENT 
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 The Chancellor will not reverse his decision to freeze the personal tax allowance for the 

over 65s at £10,500 and £10,660 for the over 75s. 

 

 The winter fuel allowance remains frozen for the lifetime of the Parliament at £200 for 

the under 80s and £300 for the over 80s. 

 

 No decision on the future funding of social care. 

 

NPC News – The Message 4 

(National Pensioners Convention ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENSION MINISTER TRIES TO DEFEND UNFAIRNESS 
 

 

Pensions minister Steve Webb has written to the NPC with further explanation about 

the delayed plans for a single-tier state pension of around £140 a week.  In the letter, 

Mr Webb states “The fact that individuals will have different outcomes depending on 

which state pension scheme they retire under does not mean the reforms are unfair.” 

 

However, the NPC maintains that those existing pensioners that are currently on less 

than £140 a week should be included in the change. 

 

 

NPC News – The Message 4 

(National Pensioners Convention) 

To keep your UNISON record up to 

date, please remember to notify 

UNISON Membership Services of any 

change of circumstance. 
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EQUITY RELEASE 

 

After being asked by one or two people what I thought of equity release and whether or not I 

would consider it, I decided to look further into it.  Of course ringing or writing to these firms 

wasn’t enough - you had to be “genuine”. 

 

So I took the bait.  My house is a small terraced house.  One of my friends who lived in the 

same block had sold her house to a builder when she moved in with her partner.  She wanted 

a quick sale so accepted £60,000. 

 

I contacted one of these firms who advertise on television.  They made an appointment to 

send a salesman round.  First of all he asked if I knew the value of my house.  I told him I did.  

He then tried to persuade me that my valuation was a lot less, but I argued.  He knew that my 

friend had recently sold hers and the price she got.  He also knew that two houses across had 

bought new houses and given their homes as part exchange (these always sell below the 

market value) but he conveniently didn’t know about the house next door to me which was 

sold between the others and went for a similar price to my friends.  

 

I told the salesman that I only wanted to release £10,000.  That was no problem.  He said that 

I would receive the money within days of signing a contract (which would be done by the 

office when he gave them the details).  He explained that I wouldn’t pay anything back until I 

died, then they would claim the money back from my estate.  I asked about interest.  He 

waved his hands and said it was only a little amount.  I asked what percentage, he was again 

vague and said that he didn’t know but it was only low and it wasn’t his job to know that.  I 

declined his offer but with the information I had I did an exercise. 

 

The interest these firms charge will not be less than 5% a year – it will be nearer 10%, if not 

more.  Working on releasing £10,000 on your home and using 5% a year interest the result 

was as follows:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see after 25 years I wouldn’t even own half of my house to leave to my children! 
 
PLEASE THINK BEFORE YOU LET ANYONE TALK YOU INTO DOING SOMETHING YOU 

WILL REGRET 
 
Joyce Wright 

Vice Chair 

   After 5 years the amount owing was - £12,762.81 
   After 10 years the amount owing was - £16,288.99 
   After 15 years the amount owing was - £20,796.74 
   After 20 years the amount owing was - £26,542.46 
   After 25 years the amount owing was - £33,876.20 
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The shocking state of our beloved National Health Service and unchallenged regulations 

published by a Tory-led government has laid bare plans to privatise the NHS. 

 

As Retired Members we must take up the call of the Archbishop of Canterbury to abandon 

this stale new society and maintain the values of 1948 and Bevan’s vision of the Welfare 

State and National Health Services.  We need a good Head of Council and Councillors who 

will fight the cuts that are irrepressible, no matter which party they belong to. 

 

We need good irrepressible MP’s who will demand that we “stop privatisation creeping in 

through the back door” and have until the 31
st
 March 2013 to force through a debate in 

Parliament on the regulations and get them overturned.  Section 75 of the Health and Social 

Care Act has the effect of dramatically extending competition and forcing ‘compulsory 

competitive markets on the NHS’. 

 

The Unite Head of Health, Rachael Maskell, said “This is proof, if proof were needed, that 

David Cameron and his cronies have misled both Parliament and the Public about their 

plans to sell off the NHS. 

 

The Regulations have nothing to do with patient choice, but are about enforcing privatisation 

on the NHS. 

 

I picked up a copy of the TANY DDRAIG (Unison Cymru Wales) in the Unison Office at 

Manchester.  At the Conference (22/06/11) it was stated: 

 

“Our NHS Scheme is cash rich and pays £2 billion into the Treasury each year.  No need for 

reform whatsoever! 

 

Edmund Burke said: “Evil prevails when good men do nothing” 

 

 
Eileen Berry 

Wigan Metro Branch 

THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 
EMERGENCY 


