[image: image3.png]GREATER MANCHESTER



[image: image4.png]k
UNISON

North West Region



ludeo

Dear Branch Secretary, UNISON Activists and Members
Greater Manchester Citizens Mayoral Election Assembly

1st May 2017 : 1400hrs – 1600hrs – The Lowry Theatre, Salford Quays
On 4th May 2017, voters across Greater Manchester will decide who takes office as our first ever directly elected Mayor. 
In addition to our usual labour link activity UNISON NW Region and Branches have been working closely with Greater Manchester Citizens to bring together trade unions, non-governmental organisations, faith groups, schools, colleges, housing associations, student groups and other community organisations from across Greater Manchester to agree a series of priorities, deeply rooted in a strong civil society agenda.

Following a series of GM Citizens events in which UNISON NW Branches played a key role, the four agreed priorities for this new community campaigning organisation are:-

· Dignity in Social Care

· The Real Living Wage

· Affordable Housing and tackling Homelessness
· Social Cohesion and tackling Islamophobia 

The GM Citizens Assembly is not a public meeting or a political hustings. This (free) ticket only event will see 1,800 people, invited by GM Citizens member organisations (including UNISON), gather to ask each of the main Mayoral candidates to publicly pledge to work with GM Citizens to deliver on each our initial four key priorities. 

The event will be a family friendly celebration of Greater Manchester, our communities and our public services - with music, discussion and testimony from those impacted by the four priority issues.
As a reflection of UNISON’s central role in this new organisation, the UNISON NW Region and Branches have been allocated 500 seats for the event.  The event is not closed to Branch activists and members.  UNISON is free to invite anyone who we feel supports our aims and values and will work with us to achieve the four priorities outlined above.  Family members and children are very welcome. 
To be a part of this exciting and historic event you need to register online via eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/greater-manchester-citizens-mayoral-assembly-2017-tickets-31835330330?utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=order_confirmation_email&utm_term=eventname&ref=eemailordconf
You can also access the eventbrite page via the careworkersforchange facebook page, or email j.caulfield2@unison.co.uk who can forward the above link via email. 
Please circulate to members and activists and encourage as many attendees as possible and then email j.caulfield2@unison.co.uk to advise how many you expect to attend on behalf of your Branch so that Region can keep you advised of any pre- assembly UNISON activity on the day. 

UNISON NW will be allocated a 500 seat block within the Lowry Theatre and it is our intention to fill it to ensure that our future Mayor understands the size and strength of UNISON NW.

Please register to attend and encourage activists and members to do the same to ensure that our future Mayor works to a UNISON/GM Citizens agenda. 
Kind regards
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   Paula Barker
Regional Secretary





   Regional Convenor
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